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OFFICIAL NATIONAL CO-OPERATION

By Lt.-CoI. REQUIN, French General Staff and French Service
of the League of Nations.

MEMBERS of the Council and Assembly of the League owe
their authority not so much to the position they hold with
the League as to their standing and prestige in the official
circles which they represent. Their action in the Council
and Assembly, therefore, is and will continue to be dictated
to a very large extent by the attitude of the peoples' Govern-
ments from which they come. The political forces behind
them are, of course, largely nationalistic, and these are the
forces which touch them most closely. It is merely axio-
matic to assert that the pressure upon the statesmen in
politics more often demands getting than giving. The League
was created for both purposes, it is true, and the problem
of the Council members and the representatives on the
Assembly is one of proper equating. The International
Secretariat may try to indicate the fine adjustment of the
balance, and its suggestions may frequently prove acceptable.
The Secretariat, however, does not permeate officialdom in
Paris, Toldo, Prague, or Buenos Ayres. Responsible states-
men in Bucharest, Council members and representatives on
the Assembly from Chili and Poland, cannot look to it for
daily advice on League affairs, and yet they must keep closely
in touch with world politics and the application of the Covenant
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